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Slow down 


and be safe 


t was a day to remember. The National 
Weather Service issued a winter storm 
warning Dec. 15, 2007, predicting 6 to 10 
inches of snow for Howard County and 


surrounding areas. 


Troopers of the Indiana State Police Peru Post 
asked motorists to be careful - even if operating a 


four-wheel-drive vehicle. 
Such trucks “may keep 
you from being stuck in 
deep snow or aid in accel- 
eration during slippery 
road conditions, but it will 
not allow you to stop any 
quicker,” State Police Set. 
Tony Slocum said. “Slow 
down and allow yourself 


plenty of stopping distance?’ 


Considering many of us 


THE ISSUE 


Winter driving. 


OUR VIEW 


When roads are slick, 
remember to go 
slowly and allow 
yourself plenty of 
stopping distance. 


were out on the roads Mon- 
day evening for the season’s first snowfall, albeit 
an insignificant one, it’s a good time to review 


winter driving safety: 


AAA Motor Club offers this refresher on driving 


in snow and ice: 


e Drive slowly. Everything takes longer on snow- 


covered roads. 


e The normal dry-pavement following distance of 
two to three seconds should be increased to eight 
to 10 seconds. This increased margin of safety in 
front will provide the longer distance needed if 


you have to stop. 


e Know your brakes. Whether you have antilock 
brakes or not, the best way to stop is threshold 
braking. Keep the heel of your foot on the floor 
and use the ball of your foot to apply firm, steady 
pressure on the brake pedal. 

e Don’t stop if you can avoid it. There’s a big dif- 
ference in the amount of inertia it takes to start 
moving from a full stop vs. how much it takes to 
get moving while still rolling. If you can slow 
down enough to keep rolling until the stoplight 


changes, do it. 


e Don’t power up hills. Applying extra gas on 
snow-covered roads just starts your wheels spin- 
ning. As you reach the crest of the hill, reduce your 
speed and proceed down hill as slowly as possible. 

e Don’t stop going up a hill. There’s nothing 
worse than trying to get moving up a hill on an 
icy road. Get some inertia going on a flat roadway 


before you take on the hill. 


e Stay home. If you really don’t have to go out, 
don’t. Even if you can drive well in the snow, not 


everyone else can. 


If you have to be out in inclement weather, slow 


down and be safe. 


Robyn McCloskey, Publisher 
Jeff Kovaleski, Managing Editor 
Jill Bond, City Editor 
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Will gifts from gov't 
lead to a collapse? 


Alexander Tyler, a history 
professor at the University of 
Edinburgh, said the following 
in 1887: 

“A democracy will continue 
to exist up until the time that 
voters discover that they can 
vote themselves generous 
gifts from the public treasury. 
From that moment on, the 
majority will always vote for 
the candidates who promise 
the most benefits from the 
public treasury, with the re- 
sult that every democracy 
will finally collapse over 
loose fiscal policy” 

Time and circumstances 
will determine if the profes- 
sor’s words are a prophesy 
for American democracy. 

Dick Allen 
Kokomo 


Attention Congress: 
Time to go home 


After watching the last sev- 
eral months of the Washing- 
ton fall lineup and the votes 
leading up to a possible de- 
fault, I am reminded of the 
governing arrogance that has 
taken root in the halls of 
Washington these days, and 
yes, my friends ... I got me 
some Roundup. 

As a child my earliest expe- 
riences of politics surprising- 
ly showed people working 
together. I was 10 and volun- 
teering for a local prosecutor. 

My mother dropped me off 
at 9 am. for doughnuts and 
coffee! Then the “other guy” 
running for prosecutor 
stopped by, because he knew 
a few of the kids also work- 
ing that day. He told a few 
jokes. Forgotten are his lines, 


SORRY, BUT 
I DON'T SEE 


HERE, GIVEN 
TODAY'S 
ECONOMY. 


surprisingly | still remember 
laughing. Next, we stacked 
some pamphlets and hand- 
bills into piles while eating 
pizza. I loved elections! Later 
in the day, we walked 
through a neighborhood 
passing out rubber-banded 
bundles. We kids laughed 
because the “other guy” gave 
me some envelops to pass 
out as well, and my friend’s 
mom told us it was “OK” 

This first experience still 
guides my beliefs today, that 
governing is about making 
things better, and to make 
things better, you learn to get 
along. 

Admittedly, I do not under- 
stand Republican efforts to 
overturn vetted law. But even 
in my ignorance, I deplore 
the flippant attitudes and 
waste of taxpayer funds in 
the race to do so. 

Stopping all other duties of 
their grand office to parade 
throughout Washington, and 
for what ... to defund Obam- 
acare. A law by all admit- 
tance and by its own design 
is focused on helping those 
least, last and lost. On my 
Christian principles alone, I 
supported this great cause 
coming to fruition. 

Now to find out, the politi- 
cal stunt orchestrated by Re- 
publicans in the House has 
cost our economy an esti- 
mated $24 billion in lost rev- 
enues. Sorry, but my gentle- 
man candor is beginning to 
wear thin. I can hear Lady 
Liberty now ... taking your 
marbles and going home, 
while you shut down govern- 
ment and threaten to default 
on American financial secu- 
rity does not cut it in this 
house anymore! Go to your 
room. Children, you’re 
grounded. 
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When looking at this 
health care debate, I am re- 
minded of a favorite anec- 
dote: “What you lose on the 
popcorn, you will make up 
on the peanuts” I say to all 
politicos in the audience: The 
show is over, the Supreme 
Court said so! Now grab the 
peanuts! 

As a resident with great vi- 
sion for Indiana, I am disap- 
pointed in the lack of state 
leadership on the implemen- 
tation of the new federal law. 
Given the importance of 
health service delivery and 
biotechnology research to lo- 
cal economies, state leaders 
are making a mistake by not 
embracing the Indiana ex- 
pansions under the act. Gov- 
ernors, insurers and provid- 
ers need to be focused on 
both economic and social in- 
terests and create the best 
health care opportunities for 
their residents. 

Machiavelli harped a 
healthy workforce is a good 
economic asset. So I chal- 
lenge Republican leaders 
across America to take up 
the torch and create healthy 
lifestyles. Be part of the ini- 
tiative and foster the well-be- 
ing of your citizens. Make 
healing your No. 1 priority in 
office. 

This is a great time in 
American progress. All elect- 
ed can embrace the opportu- 
nity and usher in a new era 
of benevolence. How we care 
for our sick will be judged by 
history, as well as by our 
maker. So on the topic of In- 
diana health, I am reminded 
of a quote from Galatians, 
“Let us not be weary in doing 
well, for in due season we 
shall reap” 

Darin Griesey 
Monticello 
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House of Burgess — For last time, it’s Flavor Aid 


E Rev. Jim Jones was 
far from name brand. 


Editor’s note: This Novem- 
ber is the 35th anniversary of 
the Jonestown massacre (Nov. 
18), the 50th anniversary of the 
assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy (Nov. 22) and the 
35th anniversary of the assassi- 
nations of Supervisor Harvey 
Milk and Mayor George 
Moscone (Nov. 27.) This is the 
first in a series of three columns 
exploring each, in order. 


first 
encoun- 
tered the 
Jonestown 
massacre 
five years 
ago as a 
reporter for 
the Ukiah 
Daily 
Journal in 
Ukiah, 
Calif. It was 
the 30th 
anniversary 
of the Nov. 
18, 1978 
tragedy, which took the 
lives of more than 900 
members of the People’s 


ROB 
BURGESS 


LOCAL 
COLUMNIST 


Temple in Guyana. I 
interviewed one of the only 
survivors of that tragedy, 
Tracy Diaz (née Parks.) 

Diaz starred in the then- 
new CNN documentary “Es- 
cape From Jonestown,” in 
which she traveled back to 
the airstrip where she saw 
her mother, Patricia Parks, 
Rep. Leo Ryan, NBC camera- 
man Bob Brown, San Fran- 
cisco Examiner photogra- 
pher Greg Robinson and 
NBC reporter Don Harris 
gunned down as they at- 
tempted to flee. 

In the book he co-wrote 
with co-worker John Jacobs, 
“Raven: The Untold Story of 
The Rev. Jim Jones and His 
People,” Tracy was described 
in 1978 by Examiner report- 
er Tim Reiterman as “a 
pink-faced preteen blond be- 
wildered by it all. ... [Her 
mother, Patricia] lay near 
the gangway now, on her 
back, her skull blown open, 
her face a death mask,” 
wrote Reiterman, who was 
also injured by gunfire that 
day. “Tracy had witnessed 
her sudden death” 

The abrupt exodus of the 


Parks family - which also 
included Tracy’s sister, Bren- 
da; brother, Dale; grand- 
mother, Edith; and father, 
Gerald - was particularly 
crushing for the Rev. Jim 
Jones, as they had followed 
him from their former base 
in Indianapolis to Ukiah, Ca- 
lif., in 1966, and later to 
South America. 

Back in Jonestown, Jones 
ordered his followers to pre- 
pare a vat of grape-flavored 
drink mixed with cyanide. 
Newborns and the elderly 
were poisoned first. “That's 
sick to have to make people 
watch,” Diaz told me. “And 
he knew once he used that 
ploy that they'd do it next. 
He thought a lot of this crap 
out? 

Diaz said the bloodbath - 
which turns 35 on Monday 
- rode the line between sui- 
cide and murder. “I think 
more of them decided to 
take their lives,” she said. 
“[But] I know a lot of people 
did not want to die” 

I never really liked the ex- 
pression “drink the Kool- 
Aid” before I interviewed 
Diaz. After I wrote the story, 


though, I despised it. Sadly, 
others have had to learn the 
hard way. 

“{South Bend] restaurant 
[Hacienda] erected bill- 
boards ... including the 
statement, We're like a cult 
with better Kool-Aid? over a 
glass containing a mixed 
drink, as well as the phrase, 
‘To die for!” read a Feb. 21, 
2011 Associated Press story. 
“[Hacienda] ... apologized 
[and said the] billboards 
would be taken down” 

Unsurprisingly, 

Diaz wasn’t fond of the turn 
of phrase. “Oh, I hate it,” she 
said. “... It’s not even funny 
to joke about stuff like 
that” Besides being insensi- 
tive, it’s incorrect: It was Fla- 
vor Aid, not Kool-Aid. Some- 
one as greedy and sadistic 
as Jones would never serve 
his flock anything name 
brand. 

The Flavor Aid vs. Kool- 
Aid divide is also an appro- 
priate metaphor for Jones 
himself. Jones presented 
himself as a name-brand, 
progressive community lead- 
er, when in reality he was a 
devious user who drained 


anyone unfortunate enough 
to come under his influence 
of everything they loved. 

He fooled so many people: 
San Francisco Mayor George 
Moscone, then-Assembly- 
man Willie Brown and first 
Lady Rosalynn Carter, to 
name just a few. 

An unfortunate July 8, 
1968 advertisement in the 
Ukiah Daily Journal signed 
by several prominent com- 
munity members declared 
their support for Jones. “We 
deplore the unseemly words 
and actions of a small seg- 
ment of this community and 
we want you and your peo- 
ple to know that you are not 
only welcome in this valley 
but highly respected,” it 
read, in part. 

I'm now convinced every 
time someone uses the cli- 
ché “drink the Kool-Aid,” 
Jones is laughing from be- 
yond the grave somewhere, 
his ruse intact. 


© Rob Burgess, Tribune night 
editor, may be reached by calling 
765-454-8577, via email at rob. 
burgess@kokomotribune.com or 
on Twitter at twitter.com/robaburg. 
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Value of 


college 
degrees 


E ‘Return on 
Investment’ report 
details economic 
advantages. 


n invest- 
ment in 
higher 
educa- 
tion may be 
the most 
important 
purchase 
Hoosiers 
ever make. 
Investing in 
a college 
degree pays 
off in terms 
of more job 
opportuni- 
ties and 
higher earnings, but the 
benefits extend far beyond 
financial returns. The 
advantages include increased 
social mobility, greater civic 
involvement, improved 
health and wellness, and a 
higher standard of living. 

Despite the undeniable 
benefits of higher education, 
some have begun to question 
whether college is still worth 
it in response to rising tuition 
costs, growing student debt, 
and anecdotes about gradu- 
ates who can't find a job. 
Though these concerns are 
understandable, it's clear by 
every meaningful measure 
that individuals with educa- 
tion beyond high school today 
are better off than those with- 
out it. 

College graduates earn an 
average of $1 million more 
over their lifetimes and expe- 
rience half the unemployment 
risk of those with only a high 
school diploma. As a group, 
college degree-holders repre- 
sent a better prepared work- 
force that increases Indiana's 
ability to attract outside in- 
vestment, create jobs and 
spur new innovation. More- 
over, as the state's college 
graduates increase their stan- 
dard of living, Indiana's per 
capita income and tax reve- 
nues grow as well, paving the 
way for a higher standard of 
living for all Hoosiers. 

The Indiana Commission 
for Higher Education's new 
"Return on Investment" re- 
port shows these realities in 
compelling detail. The report, 
available online at www.che. 
in.gov, is designed to empow- 
er students and families to 
make more informed deci- 
sions as they consider their 
higher education options. 
Through consumer-friendly 
profiles of Indiana's colleges 
and universities, the report 
provides essential information 
about the average cost stu- 
dents will pay for college, the 
level of debt they incur, which 
industries graduates are likely 
to be employed in and what 
their earnings are likely to be 
over time, depending on their 
program of study. 

There is no mistaking the 
value of a college degree, but 
the data clearly show the out- 
come also depends on indi- 
vidual choice where students 
go to school, what they study, 
how long it takes them to 
graduate and how much debt 
they incur. Hoosiers also ben- 
efit from understanding 
which degree programs offer 
direct paths to specific profes- 
sions vs. those programs that 
might require more research, 
planning or advanced educa- 
tion to determine a career 
pathway. 

Beyond future earnings, 
students should also consider 
other factors, such as personal 
interest, career development 
potential and value to society 
when selecting an area of 
study. 

Our goal with the new 
"Return on Investment" re- 
port and through other ongo- 
ing efforts is to present stu- 
dents and families with the 
facts, equipping more Hoo- 
siers to complete college, 
maximize their return on in- 
vestment, and achieve the 
passport to opportunity that a 
higher education provides. 


TERESA 
LUBBERS 


GUEST 
COLUMNIST 


e Teresa Lubbers is Indiana 
commissioner for higher education. 


